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07-01-15

Good afternoon,
Senator Udall, friends, visitors, and community members,

As 1 look around I see a common interest in what brings us all together this
afternoon. We are on the same mission we were on several years back.

Some of the people who were here before are no longer with us. They have passed
on. They never realized their hopes of seeing our community recognized as one of the
places that was adversely impacted by Project Trinity in 1945.

Many of us in our community feel our Government has turned a deaf ear to our
health issues mainly the high incidence of Cancer in our Village; which many of us
believe stem from the atomic bomb test at Trinity Site, which is within a short proximity
to our village.

I don't believe that our Federal Government intentionally tried of harm any of us. I
do believe that they were very happy with the results of this test and deemed it a success
as far as the war effort was concerned. However the people in this area never even knew
that such a test was going to be done, and now years later I believe as many others that
as successful as this test was it became a death sentence for many.

I am Margie Guilez Trujillo and I am third generation native of Tularosa, and [ am
a cancer survivor. There were 9 members in my family, six of us had cancg d three
died from this horrific disease. There are several members of my extendecﬂfth have also
died from this disease, and there are third and fourth generation members who are
fighting it now.

My story is not unlike many of the others that you will hear today, but as
redundant as they may seem we must continue to tell and record it until we can get some
action out of Washington D.C.

I can tell you that cancer not only destroys the person who suffers from it, but it
affects the entire family. You never truly recover from the effects of cancer, you can go
into remission, but your health is never the same.

Financially, a person's savings go up in smoke even if you are lucky enough to
have Insurance. You refinance your house, you sell anything that has any value, you dip
into your retirement, or you go into debt by maxing out credit cards. You do all this
simply to keep a loved one alive and be able to afford the poisons that are pumped into
us.

Your family deprives themselves from so many things that we take for granted
Just to provide some small comfort for their sick family member.

You can only imagine what it is like for the cancer patient to watch their family
struggling to make ends meet and the suffering they endure. I don't have to imagine it-
this was my life. There were days that I wished this disease would just take me so I




could bring some relief to my family.

When the Downwinders Project began many of us were eager aﬂgl hopeful that
someone would come to our aid and we would live long enough to see,through to
fruition. Our enthusiasm has waned a bit after seeing people who were with us from the
beginning pass on , and probably because we saw no action out of Washington D.C.

Fortunately for us we have had an advocate from day one who has never wavered
and continues to bolster us even after the death of her own father. Tina Cordova has been
there for us from the onset , and we must continue to stand strong right along with her
until this issue is resolved or we all die off. We may never see the outcome of our
endeavors nor benefit from any legislation that may come, but our reward will be in
knowing that we did our best to provide the foundation for future generations to
continue this fight.

Our Government was looking for a solution to quell a nuclear threat that was in
the offing and created a weapon non of its kind in the world, a uranium and plutonium
bomb, had it tested in a desert and never imagined the impact this would have on their
own citizenry.

This afternoon as I look around the room I see the new faces of cancer. I only
hope that you fight your disease in whichever way you choose and that you take away
from this meeting what you need to continue to hold our Government accountable for
we deem to be the reasons for our cancer and yours.

I'would like to thank Senator Udall for taking time to come to a little village to
listen to our concerns. 1 only hope that you can advocate in Washington for us because
we need all the help we can get.

Thank-you




Richard (Dick) and Genevra Wood Gililland were White Sands
Missile Range Ranchers, who were living west of Salinas Peak,
twenty seven miles from where the atomic bomb was tested. Dick
died in 1962 at the age of 73 from double pneumonia. Genevra
died in 1986 at the age of 94 from old age. Neither one of them
ever had cancer. They had six children: Alice, Sam, Dixie, Lola,
Pete, and Jess. Every one of these descendant’s families has been
affected by cancer. Jess and Pete were asleep on the front porch
when this bomb went off, and woke them up. They saw the
mushroom twenty seven miles away. The government didn’t even
bother to tell them to get out of the area beforehand. Jess told me
the government never told them what the mushroom was.

Sam’s daughter Cleo had stomach cancer when she was 12.

Alice had breast cancer when she was in her early 80s, her husband
Clay died of colon cancer at the age of 66. Her daughter Lucy died
from breast cancer at 42. Her son Richard got prostrate cancer
when he was 56 and died from it when he was 73.

Dixie’s husband Roy died from pancreatic cancer. Her son-in-law
Tony Beanblossom died from colon cancer when he was 67. Her
daughter-in-law Karen Beanblossom Tucker died of breast cancer.

Lola has had skin cancer. Her husband Hansel Tucker beat colon
cancer when he was 52.

Pete had cancer when he dies at the age of 79. His wife Wilma was
66 when she died from pancreatic cancer.

Jess has had a skin cancer surgically removed just below his eye. I
am Jess Gililland’s daughter, my name is Edna Kay Hinkle. I beat
breast cancer when I was 59. I have had seven skin cancers and
probably hundreds of potential skins cancers cut or burnt off. My
sister Judy beat breast cancer when she was 49. Now the Drs. tell




us Mom, who also lived on the missile range, has thyroid cancer.
We see the surgeon next week to have her thyroid removed. She’s
83.

My dad and mom Jess and Louise Gililland, my dad’s brother, Pete
Gililland, and his wife, Wilma Gililland walked around at the
Trinity site after the bomb was detonated. They picked up the
melted sand, and took it home, not knowing it was full of radiation.
Back in those days they had a fence around the Trinity site, but the
gate was open. Judy and I were in our mom’s ovaries at the time.
Judy and I both got cancer. Wilma was pregnant at the time with
Shirley Ann Gililland. Shirley was born without any eyes.

Alice Smith’s daughter Viola told her Dr. she hadn’t been born yet
when the bomb went off, so she doesn’t have to worry about
cancer. He told her the radiation altered our DNA so we are more
susceptible to cancer. I heard rumor that my oncologist, Dr. Korec
came here because there is so much cancer here in the Tularosa
Basin.

Genevra’s brother John Wood lived on the ranch to the south of
her. He died of Leukemia. His son Howard and his daughter
Bonnie both died of cancer. Genevra’s brother Pete Wood’s ranch
was to the south of John Wood’s ranch. Pete’s son-in-law Harvey
Hinkle has lyposarcoma cancer, his son Eldon Hinkle died a few
months ago from esophageal cancer. Genevra’s sister-in-law Annie
Wood, who lived on the ranch to the north of Genevra, died of
esophageal cancer. She was closer to the Trinity site than Dick’s
ranch.

These are just the cancer victims who are my family. The
government took these ranchers land to form the White Sands
Missile Range. These ranchers fought the government for years
trying to get fair compensation for their ranches. They just wanted
to be paid the same way the Macgregor Range Ranchers were so




they could afford to go buy another ranch. Most of the White
Sands Missile Range Ranchers have died now. They lost the fight
for fair compensation from the government for their ranches and
then a lot of them and their family members lost their battle with
cancer. 1thank God my sister Judy and I didn’t lose our battle
with cancer. It rips my heart out every time I lose another loved
one. Roy Tucker was my uncle and neighbor. After he lost his
ranch to the Missile Range, he leased a ranch between Tularosa
and Three Rivers. We use to help him work cows, fix pipe lines
and dams, hauled hay, and sometimes we all went to the lake to
fish and water ski. When we worked on the dam, Uncle Roy took
his bull dozer and scooped out a hole in the creek to make a
swimming hole for us kids to swim in after we got through
working. I use to sit for hours listening to my daddy and Uncle
Roy tell stories about how it was out at the ranch. If dad had to
work, Uncle Roy hauled us and our horses to the rodeo. If our
horse was crippled, Uncle Roy lent us his horse. He loved kids.
When we found out Uncle Roy had cancer I went to the hospital to
see him. That was one of the hardest things I ever had to do. I
couldn’t stop crying. At his funeral my legs just turned to jello and
I almost passed out. When I found out my sister Judy had cancer, 1
was so shocked, I had to pull off the highway. That’s the hardest
I’'ve ever prayed...... I prayed continuously for my baby sister.

I have good insurance, but a lot of people don’t. Even if you only
pay a $40.00 co pay every time you go in, it adds up to be a lot of
money. Do you have any ideas how much cancer treatment cost?
$306,346.00 was submitted to my insurance. This doesn’t include
antibiotics, pain meds, nausea meds, dictary supplements, hotel
rooms, meals while out of town, and gas to Alamogordo, and
Albuquerque that I had to pay. I have to go to the dermatologist in
Las Cruces twice a year the rest of my live because after chemo I
am more susceptible to skin cancers. I also have to wear a hat, or
use an umbrella for protection. My nose has had a flat spot on it for
years from the dermatologist burning the potential skin cancers off.




After four surgeries I don’t have mammograms now, but I have fo
go back to my surgeon in Albuquerque twice a year the rest of my
live for ultrasounds. I'm past the cancer, but will never be past the
side effects the chemo left on my joints, and digestive system. It’s
a good thing I’m not a teenager trying to impress the boys.

My family was there with me through it all. My husband Don took
me to all my Drs. appointments and sat with me through all of my
chemo treatments. [ have two daughters. My oldest daughter,
Jackie Hinkle says it’s not a matter of if you get cancer; it’s a
matter of when.

Thank you very much for your time and help!

Edna Kay Hinkle
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Oral presentation given by Louisa Lopez from Luis Lopez New Mexico




Seventy years ago, the top-secret Manhattan Project forever changed the world when they
created the first atomic bomb. The goal was to beat Germany in creating the first nuclear
weapon.

While the bomb played an important part in ending World War I, it created havoc for
New Mexicans. While the bomb was created in Los Alamos, it was detonated in an area
known as Trinity Site which is located 14 miles east of San Antonio, New Mexico and 4
or 5 miles south of Highway 380.

Apparently the government knew something about radiation exposure since they hired a
chemist to keep records of this exposure.

According to several people in the San Antonio area the following happened

The hair on cows grazing in the area turned white

Children playing outside saw a big cloud and were covered in an ashy film
Laundry hung outside on the line turned black and had to be rewashed
The blast made its own rain

The plan after the detonation was to dump soil in the Rio Grande or cap the area but it
was never done. Still not sure if soil was dumped in the river
Testing continued and the soil was disturbed over and over again. My daughter who
was nine at the time remembers playing in the playground at San Antonio Elementary
and seeing clouds of dust covering them when they were testing. She is 41 years old now
In the late eighties tons of nitrogen were hauled by rail car to be used in testing which
resulted in the soil being disturbed again.
San Antonio and Luis Lopez are communities where there is a lot of agriculture. Siince
alot of cows are raised here as well as home gardens the soil was probably
contaminated therefore the crops were too. A lot of people in this area drank fresh milk
from those cows.
\

CANCER AND STERILITY AND BIRTH DEFECTS

In the Luis Lopez Area there are 17 people that we know of that have cancer or have
died from it. In other areas there has been sterility and birth defects. The Cokers who
ranched the area were completely wiped out. A whole family died of cancer.

My husband’s mother only 50 years old died of cancer, his father only 65 years old
died of cancer. They were farmers who lived off the land in Luis Lopez.

Every household in this small community bas had a member(s) die of cancer or is
battling it.




My husband is in remission from lymphoma. His type of lymphoma is Mantle Cell
which is considered a genetic disruption in the dna. This is one of the fears of many
people with children. Will they pass this on to their children, future grandchildren and
other generations? We know what cancer does to families. Beside the medical
implications, there are financial obligations that need to be met adding to other bills that
you have to pay. Your life is forever disrupted, your peace of mind is gone, your security
has changed and you are living on the edge.

The emotional rollercoaster causes turmoil in families because we do not know what is
coming up next. Even in remission there is a lot of work to do. Treatments for cancer
leave a person weak mentally and physicalty. It is hard on the patient, his caregiver, and
the family.

My husband and I farm in Luis Lopez, a job that requires a lot of physical work and a lot
of decision making which is all compromised by cancer and the treatments.

I also want to mention all the employees of Stallion who have been at risk for exposure
and have died of cancer. There have also been many soldiers at the base who have been
stationed there and have moved around to other parts of the country.

I am asking that New Mexico not only be recognized for being the place where the first
atomic weapon was built and detonated but be recognized for the sacrifice that the people
living in proximity to Trinity Site paid without being warned or informed. They were
like innocent lambs taken to slaughter. They need to be compensated . They deserve our
consideration and respect for all that they have gone through.




